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Total National TV Audience 1,203,158  
Total National TV Publicity USD $176,471

Total Local TV Audience 674,759  
Total Local TV Publicity USD $59,119

Total Online News Publicity USD $2,395,922  

Total Social Followers 2,958,501 

Total Number of Clips 2,204

CRITICAL MENTION

Top Media Efforts
Three EurekAlert! articles highlighted 
the work of UTIA faculty published 
by Nature and Science: a massive, 
9-year genomic diversity study; an 
examination of the water lily genome; 
and a call for responsible development 
of synthetic biology. Each received 
attention from multiple media outlets 
and various social media including the 
Global Plant Council, the Center for 
Excellence for Engineering Biology, 
and Science Daily.

Two faculty were featured in USA 
Today stories that appeared in outlets 
nationwide. The subjects appealed 
to the masses: stop raking leaves and 
overcoming chronic pain in dogs.

Sample Creative Projects
Photos of Toni Wang’s Laboratory
AgResearch Impacts Pocket Card
Howl-o-Ween Poster
Pancakes at Pendergrass Email Invitation
W 864 Estimating Cotton Yield and Yield Loss  
   from Boll/Lock Counts
Bill Dance Postcard
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While lint yield estimates from boll counts are typically not 
very accurate, many are tempted to complete these estimates 
late in the year to get an idea of yield potential. The method 
for estimating lint yield from boll counts is very similar to the 
most common approach for estimating yield loss due to locks 
falling from bolls after opening. The purpose of this publication 
is to highlight a few issues with these estimates and explain 
how boll count and yield estimates from lock counts are 
typically conducted. 

Estimating Lint Yield from Boll Counts 

Sources of error in lint yield estimates from boll counts 

Lint yield per acre is ultimately a function of number of 
harvested bolls per acre multiplied by lint weight of harvested 
bolls. As a result, it seems logical that one could estimate lint 
yield with confdence soon after the last efective bloom date. 
Unfortunately, estimates of lint yield from boll counts may 
only fall within hundreds of pounds of actual lint yield per 
acre. Errors in these estimates typically stem from three main 

issues. First, the time-consuming nature of a boll count limits 
the number of row-feet which are typically counted and the 
number of times the measurement is repeated across the feld. 
Prior to harvest, it is difcult to predict which bolls will reach 
the gin. Finally, lint per boll varies considerably on a single 
plant, across varieties, across felds and across years. 

Number of boll counts and row-length of each measurement 

Boll counts must be collected from a signifcant length of 
row and repeated several times across the feld. Due to the 
time-consuming nature of the measurement, estimators 
often count bolls within only a few feet of a row in an easily 
accessible area of the feld. In order to collect an accurate 
estimate, it is best to count harvestable bolls within a 
minimum of 10 row feet from several areas in each the feld 
which best represent the feld as a whole. Care must be given 
to avoid turn-rows, areas which are known to produce more 
or less than the rest of the feld, and areas which appear 
notably diferent than the rest of the feld. Keep in mind 
better lint yield estimates will come from counts taken from 
longer lengths of row and more counts per feld. 

Determining harvestable bolls 

Accurate estimates of lint yield will come from counting 
bolls that will reach the gin.  Determining which bolls will 
be harvestable is extremely challenging during the time of 
year most estimators attempt to count bolls. A few common 
factors that can prevent young bolls present in the canopy 
in mid-August from reaching the gin include environmental 
stresses, nutrient defciencies, shading and insect feeding. 
Each of these stresses often results in boll shed. Although 
the likelihood of shedding a boll declines as the boll matures, 
mature bolls may still fail to reach the gin due to boll rot, 
hardlock or fallout. Better lint yield estimates will come from 
conservative counts collected later in the year and exclude 
bolls which will likely not have time to mature or are likely to 
be lost late in the year. 
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Extension    117
Institute    64
AgResearch     48
Herbert College of Agriculture  47
Plant Sciences    41
Family and Consumer Sciences 27
Agricultural and  
   Resource Economics  19
UT Gardens     17
4-H     13
Entomology and  
   Plant Pathology   12
UTCVM    12

Animal Science     9
Advancement      8
Biosystems Engineering  
   and Soil Science     8
Food Science      7
Center for Profitable Agriculture   6
Forestry, Wildlife and Fisheries   5
Information Technology Services   3
Agricultural Leadership, Education
   and Communications                        2
Smith International Center    2
UT System      1
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PROJECTS BY TYPE

Total Projects: 247

PROJECTS BY CLIENT

News     45
Extension Numbered Publications 32
Consulting & Review   30
Video     26
Media Relations    19
Marketing Materials   18
Photography    17
Newsletters & Magazines  13
Web/Email    10
Writing       10
Podcasts     8
Events      6
Displays/Banners/Signage   3
Trainings and Presentations   3
UTIA Website Redesign    3
Promotional Items    2
Public Records Requests    1
Reprints      1
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